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Online sources for researching
the British Home Children

1. Library and Archives Canada Home Child index
This resource contains the immigration records of virtually all the children who came. This record will
generally tell you what ship, when they left, when they arrived and usually what organization brought
them. Please keep in mind that the majority of the children are in this data base, however many are also
missing. If you cannot find your child here, you might have to search the incoming Canadian passenger
lists or the outgoing UK lists held by Ancestry.ca or ancestry.co.uk or you can try the free site
familysearch.org. Also be aware there may be many variations of spellings of the names, some also
only have the first name as an initial. Be creative with your searches if the child is not found.

2. Born of Good Intentions - BHC Film
Produced by the BHCARA, this film gives a good comprehensive history of the migration programs,
discussing why it started, how this was legal and what happened to the children in Canada. It also
answered the glaring question, why don’t we know about this? A shorter version or the full film is
available upon request at info@BritishHomeChildren.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNsdzjlPukc

3. British Home Children in Canada web site
Ranked as one of the top sites in Canada for researching British immigration into Canada, visit
www.canadianbritishhomechildren.weebly.com
This site is the most comprehensive source for information on the BHC on the Internet today.

4. British Home Children Registry
Started in 2000 by Perry Snow, this registry contains information on over 63,000 British Home
Children. Published for the first time online in September of 2016
www.britishhomechildrenregistry.com

5. Board of Guardians
Sometime the children came from the poor houses (called Workhouses) in the UK.  This site released
inspection reports done in Canada up to 1930.
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/immigration/immigration-records/home-children-1869-
1930/boards-guardians/Pages/search.aspx

6. The First World War
Over 10,000 BHC enlisted in the First World War alone. Over 1,000 perished. Library and Archives
Canada are releasing online and for free all the personal service records of all who enlisted. This is an
invaluable resource for researching our BHC.
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-
records/Pages/Search.aspx

BHC First World War Casualties
This site lists comprehensive details of all the BHC, to date, who have been identified as having lost
their lives in this war.
http://bhc-who-died-in-the-first-world-war.silk.co/

7. Facebook
The group: British Home Children Advocacy & Research Association is the largest and most active
BHC group on Facebook today. With over 3,500 members, it is a close knit BHC family who always
welcome new member. We have many great researchers who are always happy to help others looking
for information. The students are encouraged to join, interact with the descendants and ask questions.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Britishhomechildren/
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