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UK Government Announces Ex-Gratia Payments for Canadian Child Migrants 

British Home Children Advocacy & Research Association Reacts to UK Government Ex-Gratia 
Cash Payments to Child Migrants in Canada 

 
DATELINE: Barrie, Ontario, Canada 
 
In a press release issued by the Government of the United Kingdom, dated January 31, 2019, 
entitled “Ex-Gratia Payment Scheme for Former British Child Migrants”. A fund has been 
established by the UK government and is to be managed by the not-for-profit organization, The 
Child Migrants Trust of Australia to dispense monies to children sent as labour to Canada and 
Australia. Contained in the press release is a plan to compensate Child Migrants in the amount of 
20,000 pounds Stirling (35,000 CDN) per child “in recognition of the fundamentally flawed 
nature of the historic child migration policy”.  This announcement follows the issuance of the 
Spring of 2018 findings of the Child Sexual Abuse Interim Report (IICSA) from the Independent 
Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse. 
 
In a background Statement, the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse Interim (UK) 
report stated, “The Government has long acknowledged and accepted, assessment at the time of 
the national apology in 2010 and went further, calling it a ‘shameful episode of history” and “this 
failure in the first duty if a nation, which is to protect its children”. The report goes on to state, 
“Since the experiences of child migrants were first identified by Margaret Humphreys in the 
1980’s and following the report by the Health Select Committee in 1998, the Government has 
accepted that there was never a place for child migration in the way the nation cares for its 
children”. 
 
The British Home Children Advocacy & Research Association based in Barrie, Ontario, Canada 
is attempting to reach out to any and all surviving UK child migrants in Canada and their 
descendants and alert them of their rights as a result of the announcement from the UK 
government and the Child Migrant Trust.  The BHCARA will also endeavour to seek the 
position of the main partner in this immigration scheme in Canada, namely, the Federal 
Government of Canada as a result of the findings of the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual 
Abuse (UK). 
 
 
 
 



 
BACKGROUND 
 
UK children were sent to Canada from the mid Eighteen-Hundreds to as late as the nineteen 
Forties from ages 3 through 19 as a labour pool. These 100,000 children were, in the main, 
identified as ‘orphans’, even though only 3% were in fact parentless orphans.  Our Canadian 
child migrant scholars, including Mr. David Lorente, of Renfrew, Ontario estimate that over 65% 
of these children suffered physical, mental and in some cases sexual abuse as a result of being 
placed in indentured servitude for a much as ten years as farm labour and in the case of the 
young girls, domestic service.  
 
Head taxes were paid to agents by the UK and Government of Canada for each of these children 
who had boarded ships bound for ports of Quebec City, Montreal and eventually Halifax 
Harbour. These young children were separated from other siblings at these ports and then sent to 
distribution centres throughout the country. 
 
AUSTRALIAN REACTION 
 
Richard Hinch, an Australian Child Migrant living in Pinjarra, Western Australia and Director of 
the Old Fairbridgians’ Association Inc. has sent in a letter to the office of The Right Honourable 
Theresa May, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, where he calls the settlement, a “derisory 
pittance of compensation payment now offered to British Child Migrants by the British 
Government” as administered by the Child Migrant Trust. Mr. Hinch goes on to say that the 
settlement as described, “is nothing more than a continuation of the disregard, the abuse and the 
injustice push on British Child Migrants since they were illegally, transported to the ‘colonies’. 
 
CANADIAN REACTION 
 
Lori Oschefski, CEO of the British Home Children Research and Advocacy Association of 
Canada, commented, “Many of our British Home Children suffered terrible sexual and physical 
abuse as a result of their migration to Canada and no amount of compensation can make that 
right. By today's standards, their basic human rights were totally ignored by the British 
government and the Canadian government. That the Canadian government was complicit in child 
migration from Britain is absolutely undeniable.  Having worked with the leadership of the 
Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry in Edinburgh, Scotland, it was our hope that better representation 
be given to our Home Children and the needs of their descendants. This hastened ex-gratia 
payment offered by Britain is not enough and can never be enough, ever! It is an insult to our 
BHC and their descendants, as most BHC have now passed. There are likely less than one 
hundred BHC/Child Migrants left alive in Canada! The Canadian government 
remains shamefully silent. There has never been a Canadian Government apology, nor help to 
restore broken family ties and no proper recognition to help heal the wounds and diminish the 
shame felt by our BHC in their adopted country.” 
 
Patricia Skidmore, daughter of a British Child Migrant whose mother was sent to the Prince of 
Wales Fairbridge Farm School on Vancouver Island, BC, in 1937.  Patricia commented, “My 
fight for the past 20 years has been to see this hidden history of British Child Migration come out 
into the public eye. We can do this in part by making this history an integral part of the lessons in 
our schools.  



 
My mother Marjorie Skidmore and I attended Gordon Brown’s formal apology in February 
2010. This was a turning point for my mother, where she started to shed her shame. These 
children sent to Canada were, for the most part, made to feel ashamed of who they were. Such a 
deliberate and effective silencer.  
 
It was announced that any child migrant/home child would be eligible if they were alive on 
March 1, 2018. 
 
Why March 1, 2018 as the date that a former child migrant had to be alive to qualify for this 
redress?  
 
There was evidence from the start and throughout the 350+ years of children being deported to 
the colonies, that this system of child migration was flawed, long before the Independent Inquiry 
ONCE AGAIN brought to light that the system was flawed.  
 
Why not have the redress go back to February 2010 when Gordon Brown presented his apology 
and uncovered the lack of care Britain showed towards these children? 
 
Or why not go back to 1956 when the Ross Report in Australia blacklisted so many of the 
institutions that the children were placed in that country? 
 
Why not go back to the mid 1940s when the BC Superintendent of Child Welfare, Isobel Harvey 
visited the Prince of Wales Fairbridge Farm School in BC and reported evidence of abuse - 
including at least one pedophile that was charged but then rehired because, as the principal 
stated, “the British are over-sexed” and did little to protect the children under his care. 
 
Why not go back to the Margaret Bondfield report of the mid 1920s, which resulted in the 1928 
ban of bringing in children to Canada under the age of 14? The Fairbridge Society skirted this 
ban and in 1935, seven years after the ban, they opened a farm school, bringing in children as 
young as 4-years-old. 
 
So many British child migrants/home children in Canada have lived all their lives with the 
trauma of the verbal, physical and sexual abuse at the hands of their caretakers, passing this 
trauma down to the next generation. They have lived with stolen identities, rejected by their 
country of birth and unwelcome in the country they were deported to. Ignoring the families who 
lost their British child migrant/home child before March 1, 2018, is just a continuation of the 
despicable treatment that Britain has shown towards her children.” 
 
Bob Huggins, son of Dr. Barnardo Homes child migrant, James Huggins is a Documentary 
Filmmaker who’s production company, Orphan Boy Films, now in pre-production of TV series 
on the subject of Child Migration comments, 
 “It was certainly a surprise to see this announcement, given that I had just sat in front of the 
leadership of the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry in Edinburgh, Scotland, not less than thirty days 
ago. 
The Child Migrants Trust does not seem to be speaking to all interested parties, in and outside 
the UK, which is disappointing and seemingly rushed. This “ex-gratia” payment announcement 
rings hollow, given that the fact that over 99 percent of these child migrants are deceased.  It’s 



my feeling, as well as many other descendants that they would simply favour an 
acknowledgement of the contribution of these Children to growing a young country that was 
Canada. It is as if they didn’t even exist”. 
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